
 
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 

 

We remember in our prayers those whose anniversaries occur at this time, and for 
those who have died recently:    
                           Harriette Dempster, Anne Elizabeth Poulton  

William Campbell, Rev Chris Cassidy, Kathleen Boyce, Frank Martin,  
John Flynn, Tom Seacombe, David Hughes, Pauline Taylor, John Finn,  
Mary Wheat, Ventlie Logan, Rosa Card, Ted Gale, Hilda de Silva,  

George Meeham, August Bogaert, Lucy Maine, Mary Davis, Phillip Jones,  
Florence Sullivan, Liley Freeman, John Moore, Vivian D’Silva, Joseph Prince,  

Allan Crowe, Daniel Beard, Herbert Ludgate, Winifred Quinn,  
Joycelyn Quinlivan, Claire Watts, Thomas Weeks, Frank Packer,  

Benjamin Paul, Elaine Paul, Lionel Baya, Paul Jayaraj, Horace Dracup,  
Clara Solomon, William Harvey, Patricia Bedford, Henry James,  

Bishop Cyril Cowderoy, John O’Hara, Daniel McCaskin, Lynda Godden, 

 John Nicklin, William McInty, Dawn Chiles, Andrew Celer, Mark Quijano 

126 Week Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1RH, Tel. 01622 756217    
Email: maidstone@rcaos.org.uk    Website: www.stfrancisparish.org.uk 
Parish Priest: Canon John Diver johndiver@rcaos.org.uk  
Assistant Priest: Fr Stephen Trafford stephentrafford@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon: Rev. Ian Black, Also Resident: Fr Peter Norris (Retired) 
 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives 
Jana Sherrin maidstonesg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
Ann Donovan maidstonesg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
 

Parish Office hours: 9am-1pm (Mon, Tues, Fri) and 12pm-4pm (Wednesdays only). 
Church Shop: Open Sundays 9am–11.30am and 30mins before/after Sunday 6pm Mass. 
 

Catholic Schools 
St Francis Primary School: Queen’s Road                 ME16 0LB   01622 771540 
St Simon Stock Secondary School: Oakwood Park  ME16 0JP       01622 754551 
 

    GENTLE AND LOWLY       
             

 
 

‘Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’ 
 
 
 
 

First reading: A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

Psalm Response: O Lord, it is you who are my portion. 
Second reading: A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians. 

Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30     ‘You have hidden these things form the wise and revealed 

them to little children.’  

Sunday 4th October 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The Patronal Feast of St 
Francis of Assisi 

  

6.00pm (Sat) Rose Joanna Brook RIP  

8.30am Ellen Coram RIP  

9.00am (PH) In Reparation for Abortions in Brewer Street 
10.00am Terry & Kevin Ruaux RIP  

11.45am Belated Birthday Blessings  

6.00pm People of the Parish  

Monday 5th October 
Saint Faustina Kowalska 

10.30am 
In Reparation for Abortions in Brewer Street 

Tuesday 6th October 10.30am Birthday Blessings  

 Wednesday 7th October 
Our Lady of the Rosary 

10.30am  

Adeline Simmons RIP  
 

Thursday 8th October 10.30am Dorothy & Bill Walker RIP  

Friday 9th October 
Saint John Henry Newman 

10.30am Tina & Vivian D’Silva RIP  

No Adoration between 12.45pm and 1.45pm 

Saturday 10th October 
Memorial of Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.00am 
Emengini Victoria Abuah RIP  

Sunday 11th October 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

6.00pm (Sat) Private Intention  

8.30am 50th Birthday Thanksgiving 

9.00am (PH) Amanda Tyler & Tony Brenton RIP  

10.00am Kevin Ruaux RIP  

11.45am Duncan Middleton RIP and 
1st Death Anniversary of Mark Miracle 
Quijano RIP 

6.00pm People of the Parish 
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PATRONAL FEAST: As a parish we celebrate the feast of our patronal saint St 
Francis, this Sunday 4th October at all Masses, but particularly at the 11.45am 
Mass. This Mass will be followed by a social gathering with food and drink in the 
URC hall, further down Week Street. Please support this parish event with your 
presence on this joyous occasion. We want to give a warm thank you to Bishop 
Kevin McDonald for kindly leading our patronal celebrations. God bless you. 
 
MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT TO SUNDAY EVENING MASS: As 6pm Sunday 
evening Masses are extremely well attended, we are interested in including 
musical accompaniment and hymns during the liturgy. We would ask if there are 
any parishioners who would like to volunteer and who could assist with the 
playing of an instrument. Please contact the clergy to enquire more about this.  
 
RELICS OF ST GERARD MAJELLA: St Augustine's, Tunbridge Wells (TN1 2LY) will 
host the relics of St Gerard Majella for an evening Mass on Tuesday 6th October, 
as part of a nation-wide pilgrimage to mark his 300th anniversary. Mass at 7pm 
with the relics available for prayer for an hour beforehand. St Gerard is the 
patron of mothers, couples trying to conceive, those looking for work, 
and making a good confession. See poster for details. 
 
MARRIAGE & WEDDING PREPARATION: It is a requirement of civil law that you 
give 6 months’ notice to your local parish church and clergy if you wish to be 
married. If you are looking to be married in the Catholic Church at St Francis, or 
any other Catholic Church nationally or internationally, please give the Parish 
clergy at least 6 months’ notice so they may begin the administrative process with 
you in good time leading up to your marriage. The clergy are also happy to speak 
to you about convalidations of existing civil marriages conducted outside of the 
Catholic Church. Thank you.  
 

CONFESSIONS: Friday    11.00am – 11.45am       
                           Saturday  10.45am – 11.30am 
 

ADORATION: Every Friday 9.15am – 10.15am and 11.00am – 7.00pm  
No Adoration between 12.45pm and 1.45pm on Friday 9th October.  
 

COLLECTION:    
First Collection last week (cash)                   £ 1,231.15 
Second Collection last Sunday   No Second Collection  
Second Collection this Sunday   CAFOD Family Fast Day Harvest 
Second collection next Sunday  No Second Collection  
 
 

Parish Lottery Winner      Week: 14 Number:  171    Prize: £25 Rollover 

 
 

We adore You, most holy Lord Jesus Christ, here,  
and in all Your churches throughout the world,  
and we bless You, because by Your holy Cross,  

You have redeemed the world. 
St Francis of Assisi  

 

We can find great inspiration and learning from the example of Saint Francis. 
Patron Saint of animals and the environment, Francis respected and cared for all of 
God’s creation. Though born wealthy, Francis forsook wealth and status for a life 
of poverty and humility in Christ and inspired many others to devote themselves 
to the faith, even founding the religious order now called the Franciscans. Taking 
to heart Saint Francis’ piety, ‘we should make a dwelling-place within ourselves 
where God can stay, he who is the Lord God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.’ 
 

In his lifetime, Francis underwent profound spiritual and material transformation. 
Saint Francis adored the Eucharist and held a particular fascination for the 
humanity of Christ, striving to imitate the Lord as best he could while alive. Upon 
the command of the voice of God in the ruined church of San Damiano to “Go, 
Francis, and repair my house,” Francis committed himself to doing just that.  
 

Upon his renunciation of worldly goods, Francis turned to his father, a wealthy 
merchant, and casting off his old luxurious life, he exclaimed “Until now I have 
called you my father on earth. But henceforth I can truly say: Our Father who art in 
heaven.” He devoted himself to care for the poor and the voiceless – God’s beloved. 
 

We have much we can learn from blessed Saint Francis as we endeavour each day 
to move closer to Christ and live in love and harmony with each other and the 
world.  
 

St Francis of Assisi, pray for us.  
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