ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC PARISH NEWSLETTER
22" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) SUNDAY 30" AUGUST 2026

126 Week Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1RH, Tel. 01622 756217
Email: maidstone@rcaos.org.uk  Website: www.stfrancisparish.org.uk
Parish Priest: Canon John Diver johndiver@rcaos.org.uk

Assistant Priest: Fr Stephen Trafford stephentrafford@rcaos.org.uk
Deacon: Rev. lan Black, Also Resident: Fr Peter Norris (Retired)

Parish Safeguarding Representatives
Jana Sherrin maidstonesgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
Ann Donovan maidstonesg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

Parish Office hours: 9am-1pm (Mon, Tues, Fri) and 12pm-4pm (Wednesdays only).
Church Shop: Open Sundays 9am — 11.30am and 30 mins before and after Sunday 6pm Mass.

Catholic Schools
St Francis Primary School: Queen’s Road ME160LB 01622 771540
St Simon Stock Secondary School: Oakwood Park ME16 0JP 01622 754551

“TAKE UP HIS CROSS”

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
soul?”’ (Matthew 16:26)

First reading: A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.
Psalm Response: For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord, my God.
Second reading: A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27  ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself.”
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SECOND COLLECTION. DEAF HIGH SCHOOL. TANZANIA. The Second Collection on
30th August is to help Fr Noel Salekwa with a project giving students self-reliance
and confidence at a Deaf High School in Arusha, Tanzania. Many of you will
remember Fr Noel of the Spiritans, who has previously supported our parish as a
visiting priest. There will be green bags via Collectors in the porch or alternatively,
you can also use the Dona card machine by selecting Option 3 ‘DEW Association’
or via the online portal on the parish website. May we thank you for your
continued generosity during these challenging times. May God bless you.

The Dew Association.

WYD 2027 — WALKING PILGRIMAGE FUNDRAISER ORGANISED BY THE YOUNG
ADULTS GROUP: A group of parishioners are campaigning to raise £1,000 to
support the St Francis delegation to World Youth Day 2027 in Korea. World Youth
Day is known for cultivating deeply impactful moments in the spiritual lives of its
attendees. We pray that they return on fire for Christ, bringing the experience and
energy of WYD back to share with St Francis.

To achieve this, the young adults’ group are holding a fundraising pilgrimage walk
from the Shrine of St Augustine in Ramsgate to Canterbury Cathedral (19-miles in
a day). This route covers the same ground walked by St Augustine when he
arrived in England, bringing Christianity to our shores. We will complete the walk
on 26 September 2026. If you would like to sponsor the walkers or donate, please
see the posters at the back of the church, or use the following link for more
details www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stfranciswyd27.

QUIZ NIGHT ORGANISED BY THE KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA: Please save the date:
Friday 25% September at 7pm. We invite parishioners to join a quiz night held at
St Simon Stock Catholic school. It would be wonderful if we can all support this
initiative. Moneys raised will support the young people of our Parish. Please RSVP
to Brother Godwin Bassey on 07533-779-462. There are posters displayed at the
back of the Church with more details if needed.

SCHOOL SITE UPDATE: In July, the old school site of St Francis school was sold
under the guidance and cooperation of the Archdiocese. A local building
contractor with links to the history of the school has purchased the site. They
have started to clear some of the debris, and have assured that any possible
development, they will liaise with the church community. This now gives us much
needed capital and reduces the health and safety, as well as financial burdens to
our Parish resources. | will inform you of any developments. Canon John Diver.

DAY FOR CATECHISTS: On behalf of the Archbishop, we invite you to attend our
twelfth annual Diocesan Day for Catechists on Saturday 3 October 2026 at the
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Amigo Hall and St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, SE1 6HU. This Day is for all the
catechists of the diocese, including those involved in Liturgy of the Word for
Children and the RCIA process. Booking and further details

here https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2026. The theme is year is: Truth
and Beauty in Catechesis in the Age of Al. We expect this event to be fully booked
once again so please book early to avoid disappointment.

RCIA (ROMAN CATHOLIC INITIATION OF ADULTS) - INFORMATION EVENINGS:
We would ask all who are interested in coming into full communion with the
Roman Catholic Church (becoming Catholic) or receiving confirmation as an adult,
to attend one of the following information evenings. You will learn more about
the RCIA programme, meet the priests / catechists, and fill in an enquiry form in
order to join the programme if you wish.

The dates are as follows (please only attend one of the below):
=  Monday 14" September (18:45-20:00)
* Tuesday 15% September (18:45-20:00)
*  Friday 18™ September (19:30-20:45)

There will be two parallel groups, one on selected Monday evenings and one on
selected Tuesday evenings. These sessions will run between 18:45 and 20:00 from
the 215t / 22" September.

CONFESSIONS: Friday 11.00am —11.45am
Saturday 10.45am —11.30am

ADORATION: Every Friday 9.15am — 10.15am and 11.00am — 7.00pm

COLLECTION:

First Collection last week (cash) £1,428.20
Second Collection last Sunday

Second Collection this Sunday Tanzania. Deaf High School

Second collection next Sunday

July Direct Debit Collection

Collection Gift-Aid £3,078
Collection Non-Gift Aid £776
Collection Card Gift Aid £1,750.36
Collection Card Non- Gift Aid £1,805.20

TOTAL £7,409.56
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MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Sunday 30t August | 6.00pm (Sat) | Sheila & Ralph Key RIP
227 Sunday in Ordinary Time | 8.30am Ann Donnellon RIP
9.00am (PH) | John Richards RIP
10.00am Michael Sexton RIP
11.45am People of the Parish
6.00pm In Reparation for Abortions in Brewer Street
Monday 315t August | 10.30am Health and Wellbeing of Jaroslow Kornecki
Tuesday 1%t September | 10.30am Ruaux Family
Wednesday 2" September | 10.30am In Reparation for Abortions in Brewer Street
Thurgday 3'd September | 10.30am Michael Sexton RIP
Saint Gregory the Great
Friday 4t September | 10.30am Kevin Ruaux RIP
7.30pm Holy Souls
Saturday 5" September | 10.00am
Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Stanistawa & Franciszek Lupa RIP
Mary
Sunday 6" September | 6.00pm (Sat) | Anna Maj RIP
234 Sunday in Ordinary Time
8.30am For all forgotten souls in Purgatory who
have no one to pray for them
9.00am (PH) | James & Jane Bowen RIP
10.00am Terry & Kevin Ruaux RIP
11.45am Stanislaw Szymansky RIP
6.00pm People of the Parish

We remember in our prayers those whose anniversaries occur at this time, and for those

who have died recently:

Gregory O Shea, Michael Kzlgannon, Bruce Farley,
Pauline Sexcton, Frederick Sellar, Rose Harkin, Sheila Humphrey,

Joseph Byrne, Glen Cooper, Patricia Oates, Ellen McDonnell, Patricia Gorse,
Abngela Angliolint, Adele Hardingham, Francis Doyle, Sarah Watson, June Wood,
Timothy Buckley, Joseph Hoy, Denis Freeman, Mary Bothamley, William Gilliard,
Tony Fosberry, Andrew Delaney, Michael Senatore, Alice Pound, Marjorie O’Leary,

Shaun Hilliard, Isobel Hargreaves, Eileen O Neill,
Loftus Jackson, Rimantas Balciunas




