ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC PARISH NEWSLETTER

19" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) SUNDAY 9t AUGUST 2026

126 Week Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1RH, Tel. 01622 756217
Email: maidstone@rcaos.org.uk  Website: www.stfrancisparish.org.uk
Parish Priest: Canon John Diver johndiver@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Stephen Trafford stephentrafford@rcaos.org.uk
Deacon: Rev. lan Black, Also Resident: Fr Peter Norris (Retired)

Parish Safeguarding Representatives
Jana Sherrin maidstonesgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
Ann Donovan maidstonesg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

Parish Office hours: 9am-1pm (Mon, Tues, Fri) and 12pm-4pm (Wednesdays only).
Church Shop: Open Sundays 9am — 11.30am and 30 mins before and after Sunday 6pm Mass.

Catholic Schools
St Francis Primary School: Queen’s Road ME160LB 01622 771540
St Simon Stock Secondary School: Oakwood Park ME16 0JP 01622 754551

“TARE HEART —IT IS I”

L 44

Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold
of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?””
(Matthew 14:30-31)

First reading: A Reading from the Book of Kings.
Response to the Psalm: Show us, O Lord, your mercy, and grant us yonr salvation.
Second reading: A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33  ‘Command me to come to you on the water.’
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15" AUGUST MASS AT ST MICHAEL’S OLD CHURCH, EAST PECKHAM (TN12 5NG).
A Mass of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be celebrated in this
rural medieval Church just inside the Saint Francis’ Parish boundary on Saturday
15% August at 4.30pm. For further information, please text 07554-378-228.

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS: Anyone interested in having their child baptised,
we have the baptism preparation class on Thursday 13th August at 7pm which
you are encouraged to attend.

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER COURSE:
Save the dates: September 8, 15t, 22" and 29t
The Growing in Faith Together for married and engaged couples is an ONLINE
course, which has been developed in collaboration with the Southwark Marriage
and Family Life team, the Agency for Evangelisation and Sycamore, a programme
about the Catholic faith by Fr Stephen Wang, Bishop-Elect of Arundel and
Brighton. Growing in Faith Together consists of four one hour-long sessions via
Zoom and is a wonderful opportunity for:

e married couples to enrich their friendship and love.

e engaged couples who want to continue exploring their faith together

The next course begins on Tuesday September 8th at 8.30pm. For further
information and to book a place, please contact Carole on mflkent@rcaos.org.uk.

RCIA (ROMAN CATHOLIC INITIATION OF ADULTS) - INFORMATION EVENINGS:
We would ask all who are interested in coming into full communion with the
Roman Catholic Church (becoming Catholic) or receiving confirmation as an adult,
to attend one of the following information evenings. You will learn more about
the RCIA programme, meet the priests / catechists, and fill in an enquiry form in
order to join the programme if you wish.

The dates are as follows (please only attend one of the below):
=  Monday 14 September (18:45-20:00)
» Tuesday 15% September (18:45-20:00)
"  Friday 18" September (19:30-20:45)

There will be two parallel groups, one on selected Monday evenings and one on
selected Tuesday evenings. These sessions will run between 18:45 and 20:00 from
the 215t / 22"d September.

GRIEF IN LOSS-HOPE IN CHRIST RETREAT: At Aylesford Priory, between the 9t
and 11 October 2026, a gentle weekend retreat will be held for those who are
bereaved. If you would like to find out more, please phone the Friars on the
contact number 01622-717-272.
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ASSISI PILGRIMAGE 2027: If you are interested in the pilgrimage to Assisi to be
held on the 10th to 14" May 2027 as advertised in last week’s newsletter, there
are still places available. Please email sittingbourne@rcaos.org.uk ASAP, and put
Fr Stephen as a CC. (stephentrafford@rcaos.org.uk). Many thanks.

MARRIAGE & WEDDING PREPARATION: It is a requirement of civil law that you
give 6 months’ notice to your local parish church and clergy if you wish to be
married. If you are looking to be married in the Catholic Church at St Francis, or
any other Catholic Church nationally or internationally, please give the Parish
clergy at least 6 months’ notice so they may begin the administrative process with
you in good time leading up to your marriage. The clergy are also happy to speak
to you about convalidations of existing civil marriages conducted outside of the
Catholic Church. Thank you.

CONFESSIONS: Friday 11.00am —11.45am
Saturday 10.45am —11.30am

ADORATION: Every Friday 9.15am — 10.15am and 11.00am — 7.00pm
Normal Friday Adoration hours have officially resumed again.
Regular attendees are encouraged to return to their allotted times.

COLLECTION:

First Collection last week (cash) £1,763.57
Second Collection last Sunday No Second Collection

Second Collection this Sunday No Second Collection

Second collection next Sunday No Second Collection

Parish Lottery Winner Week: 6 Number: 87 Prize: Rollover
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MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Sunday 9t August | 6.00pm (Sat) | Novena for Souls in Purgatory
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary | 8.30am . .
Time Healing and conversion of Leon Brena
9.00am (PH) | People of the Parish
10.00am Terry & Kevin Ruaux RIP
11.45am For those waiting for exam results
6.00pm Michael Sexton RIP
th
Monday :FO August | 10.30am Holy Souls
Saint Laurence
th
Tuesday 11 August 10.30am Private Intention
Saint Clare
Wednesday 12" August | 10.30am In Reparation for Abortions in Brewer Street
Thursday 13t August | 10.30am Wellbeing and Return to the Church
7.00pm Baptism Preparation Class
Friday 14t August | 10.30am For all forgotten Souls in Purgatory who
Saint Maximilian Kolbe have no one to pray for them
Saturday 15 August | 10.00am

Memorial of the Blessed Virgin

Private Intention

Sunday 16 August
The Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

6.00pm (Sat) | steven Byrne RIP

8.30am Healing and conversion of Leon Brena
9.00am (PH) | Novena for Souls in Purgatory
10.00am Benjamin & Dulcie D’Costa RIP
11.45am Hubert Bonney-Aymard RIP

6.00pm People of the Parish

We remember in our prayers those whose anniversaries occur at this time, and for those

who have died recently:

Roger Anthony Smith

Mary Todd, Simone Gundry, Theresa Benson, Eric Braconnier,
Frederick Brown, Eric Rogerson, Stuart Thompson, Harry Scott, Franz Suske,
Thomas O’Hagan, John Ballagher, Mary Silk, Suzanne East, Peter Gilbert,
Edna Burns, Ernest Beney, Thomas Callaghan, Percy Gooch, Erol Dyer,
Joseph Sheehan, June Wood, Tony Helman, Henry Davis, Katherine ‘Eileen” Smart,
Maureen Rugman, Lindsay Shepherd, Percy Oldfield, Mary Ferguson, Mary Child,
Wally Straherne, Joanna Swinhoe, Lydia O’Connor, William Graham,
Anthony Gatt, Kathleen Lenzie Joan Carley, Stephen Byrne, Pauline Brown,
Eddie Sweeney, Lena Sweeney, Cornelius Hickey




