ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC PARISH NEWSLETTER

18" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) SUNDAY 2" AUGUST 2026

126 Week Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1RH, Tel. 01622 756217
Email: maidstone@rcaos.org.uk  Website: www.stfrancisparish.org.uk
Parish Priest: Canon John Diver johndiver@rcaos.org.uk L
Assistant Priest: Fr Stephen Trafford stephentrafford@rcaos.org.uk
Deacon: Rev. lan Black, Also Resident: Fr Peter Norris (Retired)

Parish Safeguarding Representatives
Jana Sherrin maidstonesgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
Ann Donovan maidstonesg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

Parish Office hours: 9am-1pm (Mon, Tues, Fri) and 12pm-4pm (Wednesdays only).
Church Shop: Open Sundays 9am — 11.30am and 30 mins before and after Sunday 6pm Mass.

Catholic Schools
St Francis Primary School: Queen’s Road ME160LB 01622 771540
St Simon Stock Secondary School: Oakwood Park ME16 0JP 01622 754551

‘BBIN G THEM HERE TO ME’
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“This is a desolate place, and the day is now over...they need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” (Matthew 14:15-16)

First reading: A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.
Response to the Psalm: You open your hands and fulfil us, O Lord.
Second reading: A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 ‘They all ate and were satisfied.’
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APPEAL FOR CATECHISTS: We are appealing for people who would like to become
catechists or helpers, to accommodate the substantial amount of First Holy
Communion applications we have received this year. We are pleased to report
that we have had many applications for young people looking to receive their First
Holy Communion here at St Francis. Because of this, we must supplement the
number of Catechists and assistant helpers we already have.

If you are interested in becoming a catechist, or helper, and would like to support
the spiritual growth of the children of our Parish, please consider the following
before applying to the Parish Office at maidstone@rcaos.org.uk:

v" You must be a practising Catholic.

v" You will be subject to a DBS search and certification.

v You should have a passion for teaching the faith and being open to
learning about the faith.

v" Itis appreciated if you have a background in teaching or are a parent
yourself.

ASSISI PILGRIMAGE 2027: Sacred Heart, Sittingbourne, are organising a
pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy, from Monday 10™ May to Friday 14™ May, 2027. They
have suggested making it a joint pilgrimage with our parish and have invited Fr
Stephen Trafford to attend as a chaplain alongside Fr Arbogast Lekule. Travel
(from our parish), accommodation and meals will be included. The cost is £1,320
(£240 single supplement). If you are interested in attending please email
sittingbourne@rcaos.org.uk before 12:00 on Friday 7t August, and put Fr Stephen
as a CC. (stephentrafford@rcaos.org.uk).

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER COURSE:
Save the dates: September 8, 15t, 22" and 29t
The Growing in Faith Together for married and engaged couples is an ONLINE
course, which has been developed in collaboration with the Southwark Marriage
and Family Life team, the Agency for Evangelisation and Sycamore, a programme
about the Catholic faith by Fr Stephen Wang, Bishop-Elect of Arundel and
Brighton. Growing in Faith Together consists of four one hour-long sessions via
Zoom and is a wonderful opportunity for:

e married couples to enrich their friendship and love.

e engaged couples who want to continue exploring their faith together

The next course begins on Tuesday September 8th at 8.30pm. For further
information and to book a place, please contact Carole on mflkent@rcaos.org.uk.

RCIA (ROMAN CATHOLIC INITIATION OF ADULTS) - INFORMATION EVENINGS:
We would ask all who are interested in coming into full communion with the
Roman Catholic Church (becoming Catholic) or receiving confirmation as an adult,
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to attend one of the following information evenings. You will learn more about
the RCIA programme, meet the priests / catechists, and fill in an enquiry form in
order to join the programme if you wish.

The dates are as follows (please only attend one of the below):
= Monday 14" September (18:45-20:00)
* Tuesday 15% September (18:45-20:00)
"  Friday 18™ September (19:30-20:45)

RCIA sessions will most likely take place on selected Monday evenings between
18:45 and 20:00 from the 215t September. If numbers are large, we may also offer
an alternative evening.

FEED THE HUNGRY: Many thanks to all who continue to contribute so generously
for those who need help in the parish, including our contributors from Preston
Hall. The summer holidays are long for those who are struggling to feed their
families and many of our regular contributors are away, so if any of our
parishioners have a few spare tins, toilet rolls, biscuits or cereal, it would be much
appreciated. Items can be left outside Grove House any morning or brought to
Mass on a Sunday. Thank you.

CONFESSIONS: Friday 11.00am — 11.45am

Saturday 10.45am —11.30am
Confessions available on first Friday of the month. See schedule.

ADORATION: Every Friday 9.15am — 10.15am and 11.00am — 7.00pm
Normal Friday Adoration hours have officially resumed again.
Regular attendees are encouraged to return to their allotted times.

COLLECTION:

First Collection last week (cash) f 1,404.80
Second Collection last Sunday No Second Collection

Second Collection this Sunday No Second Collection

Second collection next Sunday No Second Collection

Standing Orders for June

Direct Debit Gift Aid £3,343
Direct Debit Non-Gift Aid £762
Collection Card Gift Aid £1,400.26
Collection Card Non-Gift Aid £2,414.73
TOTAL £7,919.99

Parish Lottery Winner Week:5 Number:249 Prize: £25



MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Sunday 2" August | 6.00pm (Sat) | Hilda Claire Mason RIP
Eighteenth Sunday in Ord/;:;z 8.30am James McQuillan RIP
9.00am (PH) | People of the Parish
10.00am Novena for Souls in Purgatory
11.45am Luis & Rosario D’Silva RIP
6.00pm Welfare and Wellbeing of
Pat O’Connor & Brenda Mclvor
Monday 3 August | 10.30am Welfare of Elaine Vazh Akkoottam
Tuesday 4 August | 10.30am
Saint John I\Zlary Viainey Teresa DecRIP
Wednesday 5t August | 10.30am Tolu & Theresa Akintonde RIP
Thursday 6" August | 10.30am o .
The Transfiguratioyn of theiord Aliki & Peter Daniel RIP
Friday 7t August | 10.30am Kevin Ruaux RIP
6.30pm-7.15pm | Confessions with Fr Desi
7.30pm Kevin Ruaux RIP
Saturday gth Auggs't 10.00am In Reparation for Abortions in Brewer Street
Saint Dominic
Sunday 9" August | 6.00pm (Sat) | Noyena for Souls in Purgatory
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time | 8-30am Healing and conversion of Leon Brena
9.00am (PH) | People of the Parish
10.00am Terry & Kevin Ruaux RIP
11.45am For those waiting for exam results
6.00pm Michael Sexton RIP

We remember in our prayers those whose anniversaries occur at this time, and for those

who have died recently:

Roger Anthony Smith

Francis Green, Catherine Bough, Giovanni Carlotti, Maria Richards,
Trevor Adams, Victor Giovanelli, Edward McTighe, Margaret Beglan,
Francis Stone, Denis Scholefield, Theadora Vousden, Oladipupo Oni,
Miriam Tupper, Edith Richardson, Donald Bingham, Mary Enfield,
Maureen Mills, Joan Walsh, Patrick Burke, Jose Espinoza, Kathleen Blogg,
Mary Graham, John O’Leary, Jennifer, Bailey, Carl Arrow, Miriam Carney,
Pamela Whibley, Leonard Church, William Gilstin, John Chapman,
Isabella Morgan, Leonard Watson, José Perez, Brian Coakley,
Michael McGrath, Joseph Kelly, Dora Howell, Kay Cotton, Mary Todd,
Simone Gundry, Theresa Benson, Eric Braconnier




