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the Bihops have ssusd the Tollowing Statement sboul Uhe importance of
Fanouring Sunday:

At whis time, we recognise that far some peagle Shere may be ceriain factors which
Fimder atbendance at Sunday Mass. The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of
infection is il present. For some, there i legitimate fear in gathering tagether.
s your bishogs, we recognise that these prevailing drcumsiances suggest that not
everyone i yet in the position to fulfil the ateokate duty to sttend freety Sunday
Mass. We now encourage all Cathalics 16 loak again # the patterrn which they
Ihaswe formed in recent monthe with regand to poing to Mass on Sundays. This would
inghude consideration and refection about what we might da om Sundays, such a5
=pOrts o ShORINg, OF Other leisure and social activities. This review, and the
g which arise fram il 18l to every Cathalic and we Erust this will Be done
with horesty, mothvaied by 3 real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the
Mass. The Sunday Mass i the very heartbeat of the Church and of gur personal
life of Taith. We gathes on the “firsl day of the wesk,” and devole sursshe 1o the
aperitles’ leaching and the fellowsteg, Lo the Breaking of bread and the prayen
{Acts 2:42). The Eucharist sustaing us and spurs Us on, FEnEwing our gratitude amd
our hape. When we sy “Amen” to Christ in receiving his. Body and Blood, we
Expresi the ke of God which s desp wilkin s, and &1 the end of Mass, when we
are sent forth, we express our lowe for our neighbour, especally those in need.
These two dimensions reveal the full mesrirg of our faith. We are gathered
Togeler and 28T oul, we oray ard are [ed we woridPee and we adoie 1P are



