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A NDW YLAR - & NEW HOPL
‘Wie have made a start to another Hew Year, 2021, a year that we feel didn't come
quick anoaugh.  Even though we are in the miskt of the same restrictions hat we
were in on 315t December, somehow even looking at a different Calencar gives us
a breath of fresh air. We still have o difficult jourmey and sacrifices fo make, but
with Repe i our hearts, with the vaceine, we can ai keast now have someiking b
Iock foreard to. Keep our faith and trast in God

O a radho interview | heard before Christmas, a scien tist stated that, If Chrstmas
St hap @ without hand chieces, Ehen we arg not doing it propery.’ Wie all
prepared ourselves for a very different Christmas as best we could and had to
ke the most of the wituation that we were in. Far many, i1 just Teln e s meds
of the keele for what has already been an awiul year for everyone. 5o whatever
our enperience, whoever we were with and whoever we were nol abile Eo be with,
we pray that we do not have (o experence such a restricted Christmas again.
Despite this, can we say that there nothing joyful took place? Did we feel a
complele absence of God? Certainly nat at S Francis this December

Mothing can take away the power of Christmas and all Cheist was bore for. He
came as the light in ow darkness, our hope in cwr despair and o joy i our
sadness. Much of thess virtues were shisieg throughout the past few mantis - 1o
musch charity and and 1o the people wha
were most vilnerable and afraid a1 tha time.

S0 k1 us pleane express our deepest thanks 1 all who have dons what they can ta
uu make Christmas hmlof hmDI!ll belorging and joy. The mmwmml
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